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Andhra Pradesh M. @ntur Prabhakar, Adv.
Ms. Prerna Singh, Adv.
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UPON hearing the counsel the Court nade the follow ng
ORDER
Application for inpleadnent is allowed.
We have heard | earned counsel for the parties.
M. Prashant Bhushan, |earned counsel appearing on behal f of
the petitioner has nade several suggestions which are as foll ows:

(i) Rai nfall data nmay be exami ned by the States of Uttar Pradesh
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Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tel angana, Mharashtra,
Quj arat, disha, Jharkhand, Bihar, Haryana and Chhattisgarh for the
pur poses of consi dering whether drought should be declared in sone
districts or blocks or mandals or tehsils or villages as the case
may be in the respective State;

(ii) The National Food Security Act, 2013 should be inpl enented
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with a broad interpretation being given thereto;

(riti) Protein should be nade avail able in the drought hit areas
preferably through supply of daal at 2 kg per nonth per fanmily;

(iv) Edible oil should be supplied at 1 kg per nonth per famly in
the drought affected areas;

(v) Ei ther egg or nilk should be nade available for children under

the M d-Day Meal Schene;
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(vi) The Mahatrma Gandhi National Rural Enpl oynent Guarantee Act

2005 should be effectively inplenmented nore particularly in drought
affected areas.

In our opi ni on, in t he first i nstance, it may be m
ore

appropriate if the Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Farnmers

Wel fare, Governnent of India calls a neeting of his counter-parts
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in the aforenentioned States to di scuss these issues as well as
seven ot her bel ow nmenti oned i ssues whi ch have been handed over by
M. Prashant Bhushan to the | earned Solicitor General

1. Does t he Uni on of I ndi a and t he St at es have requisit
e

officials and committees for drought managenent as per Manual for
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Dr ought Managenment [MDM, (P.95)? Did they formul ate a contingency
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pl an and contingent crop plan this year as per NMDM (pp. 59-61)? Wat

st eps have been t aken by t he Mnistry of Agriculture f
or

coordi nati on of dr ought managenent by al | St ates (as per M
DM

p. 94-95)?
2. What are the neasures taken by the Governnent for nanagi ng

wat er resources in the drought affected areas including policy for
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use of reservoir st or age (as per MDM p.71), repair
and

augrmentation of all existing water supply schemes (as per MM
p. 71, details as per Form 11 Annexl of MDM and ot her energency
measures for supply of drinking water (as per MDM pp. 75-77)7

3. Has t he gover nnent initiated speci al relief enpl oyne
nt

programes including MNREGS for drought affected areas (as per MM
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pp. 64-67) ? If so, please provide details of demand for relief
enpl oynent, nunber of relief works on shelf, nunber of works in
progress, attendance of workers, wages, distributed so far

3
4. Has the government inplenmented the National Food Security Act

in the State? Has it taken any special steps to nonitor food

availability (as per MDM p.78, started comunity kitchens (NMDM
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P.81) and provided additional itenms |ike daal and edible oil in the

dr ought af fected areas? Has t he Gover nnent augnent ed
t he

Integrated Child Devel opment Service and M d-Day Meal Scheme (MDM
80-81) to neet the nutritional requirenments of children in the
drought affected areas?

5. What are the plans of the Governnent for managing availability
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of fodder, fodder prices, fodder cultivation, availability of water

for f odder cultivation (VDM pp. 87-90) in t he dr ought af fecte
d

areas? Has the Government set up any Cattle Depots and Cattle
Canps (MDM p.89) for this purpose and how nuch fodder has been
supplied so far?

6. What relief has t he gover nnent announced for t he dr ough
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t

affected farners in terms of |and revenue, water and electricity

www.ecourtsindia.com

dues etc. (VDM p. 85-6) and restructuring of bank | oans f
or

affected farners as per the circular of Reserve Bank of India
(RBI/2014- 15/ 512, dated 25 March 2015) 7

7. Have the States rel eased agricultural input grant to affected
farners as per the nornms set by the Governnent of India (as per MHA

circular No. 32-7/2014-NDMvt1, dated 8 April, 2015)~?
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The Secretary shoul d i nform us and t he | ear ned Solicitor
General the earliest date on which the neeting can be called to
di scuss the aforesaid i ssues and neasures to alleviate the problens
of people in the drought affected areas and al so to discuss the

i ssues t hat have been rai sed and suggesti ons made. For t
hi s

4
purpose, we adjourn the matter to 22.01.2016 to enabl e the | earned
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Solicitor General to obtain instructions.

In the neanwhile, a copy of this order nay be handed over to
t he standing counsel of the aforesaid States and the aforesaid
States may provide necessary information to the Secretary, Mnistry
of Agriculture and al so seriously consider inplenentation of the
nmeasures that have been suggested which we prima facie feel would

go a long way in alleviating the problens in the drought affected
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ar eas nor e particularly with regard to t he suppl y of pr ot ein,
edible oil, egg or milk and inplenentation of the provisions of the
Nati onal Food Security Act, 2013 and the Mahatma Gandhi Nationa
Rural Enpl oynment CGuarantee Act, 2005.
List the matter on 22.01. 2016.
States that have not filed their response may do so within two

days.
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(Meenakshi Kohl i) (Jaswi nder Kaur)
Court Master Court Master
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